Introduction
Let K i = z C r z R i i ∈ < < < { }
: 0 , i = 1, 2, be two standard annuli. Let f : K 1 → K 2 be a holomorphic mapping and let f * : π 1 ( K 1 ) → π 1 ( K 2 ) be the induced homomorphism of the fundamental groups of K 1 and K 2 . Let α i be the generator of π 1 ( K i ) Х Z, i = 1, 2. It is well known that the degree of f, denoted by deg f, is defined by
In [1, p. 14] (Theorem 6.1), Kobayashi claimed that
The aim of this note is to extend the above-mentioned theorem to the case of holomorphic maps between two arbitrary annuli in the complex plane.
Preliminaries

A continuous mapping
1.2. Let γ be a rectifiable curve in C and let ρ be a Borel function (i.e., ρ is Borel measurable). Then there exists the integral of ρ along γ, i.e., Let Γ be a family of rectifiable curves in a domain Ω ⊂ C. We say that a Borel function ρ is Γ-admissible iff γ ρ ∫ ds ≥ 1 for every γ ∈ Γ.
The modulus of Γ is defined by
Here, the infimum is taken over all Γ-admissible Borel functions ρ. It is well known that M ( Γ ) is a biconformal invariance (see [2, p. 50]).
1.3.
A domain Ω ⊂ C is called an annulus iff Ω is homeomorphic to a standard annulus K = { : x C ∈ 0 < < < r z R} and its boundary components are two closed Jordan curves. The modulus M ( Ω ) of the annulus Ω is the modulus of the family of closed rectifiable Jordan curves in Ω that separate the boundary components of Ω.
1.4.
Let Ω 1 and Ω 2 be annuli and let f : Ω 1 → Ω 2 be a holomorphic mapping. Then the degree of f is defined in the same way as in Introduction.
Main Theorem.
Theorem.
Let Ω 1 and Ω 2 be annuli in the complex plane. Assume that γ 1 a n d γ 2 are the boundary components of Ω 1 such that d ( γ 1 , γ 2 ) = δ < ∞ and the length L of γ 1 is finite.
Assume that f : Ω 1 → Ω 2 is a holomorphic mapping. Then the following assertions are true:
To prove the main theorem, we need the following lemmas:
Lemma (see [3], Theorem 2).
Let Ω be an annulus. Assume that γ 1 and γ 2 are the boundary components of Ω such that γ 2 ≠ ∅ and γ 1 is a closed Jordan curve of finite length L.
Then the following inequalities hold:
